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exceeds the average of the official amount by some £7,000,' The writer goes on to assert that the utmost possible had been done to relieve the distress, and shows the unreasonableness of the claim of some Loyalists for compensation for the loss of their professions. Finally the whole matter was cleared up by the proposal of Pitt to the House of Commons on 6th June 1788 to vote the sum of £1,228,239 to tne Loyalists in proportion to the merits of their cases, and ^113,952 to the claimants from West Florida. To this the House agreed, Burke commending the proposal as "a new]and noble instance of national bounty and generosity."'
Pitt evidently considered the question as settled by the distribution of this sum and of certain grants of land in Canada; for in the year 1792, when other claims were forwarded to him through the medium of Sir Henry Clinton, he replied as follows in a letter of 2gth May 1792:
On the fullest consideration of the subject, I have not thought myself justified in proposing to open the Commission again for inquiry into those cases which were not brought forward within any of the periods before limited; and under these circumstances it seems impossible to give any compensation for particular losses. The plan has therefore been adopted of giving some provision by grants of land in Canada, to such persons of this description as may be willing to accept it; and of advancing them certain sums of money (according to the classes in which they have been distributed) for the purpose of assisting them in removing and in settling themselves. With respect to the three persons whom you particularly mention of the name of Plater, Harding and Williams, the granting to them the sums recommended by Col. Delancy was delayed from its appearing that they had formerly had an advance for the purpose of enabling them to go to America; but notwithstanding this circumstance it has been determined from the nature of their cases
1 See J. E. Wilmott, " Hist. View of the Commission ... of the American Loyalists" (London, 1815).
3 " Parl. Hist.," xxvii, 610-19. The total expenses incurred on behalf of the American Loyalists as shown in the Budgets of the years 1784 to 1789 are as follows: ,£82,750; ,£'90,°I9; ,£315,873; -£132,856; ,£82,346; ,£362,922: or a total of ,£1,084,016. These sums are distinct from the special votes of ^1,228,239 and .£113,952 above referred to; which raise the total for those six years to ,£2,426,207. I take these figures from the Budgets as given in the Annual Registers. It is impossible lo harmonize them with Wilmoft's figures. He gives ,£3,112,455 as the total up to and including the year 1790.